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Ottawa,  May  16. 


OSCAR  WILDE. 

Oscar  Wilde  arrived  in  the  city  this  morning  and  put  up  at  the  Russell  House.  This 
evening  he  delivered  a  lecture  in  the  Opera  House,  and  afterwards  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Parliament  Buildings.  Since  arriving  here  he  has  been  fairly  besieged  by  autograph 
fiends  and  interviewers,  but  having  become  pretty  well  accustomed  to  this  sort  of  thing, 
he  treats  it  all  in  a  businesslike  manner.  He  is  easily  approached,  and  apparently 
cultivates  a  listless,  "aesthetic”  sort  of  air  with  a  view  to  over-awing  the  visitor.  His  most 
prominent  exemplification  of  the  aesthetic  consisted  in  his  long  flowing  hair,  drab  velvet 
coat,  tie  of  red  silk  with  flowing  ends,  and  red  stockings.  Being  asked  how  long  he 
expected  to  remain  in  America,  he  said  he  contemplated  visiting  in  July  next  that  home 
of  art,  Japan.  He  will  leave  here  tomorrow  for  Quebec,  and  will  afterwards  visit  Montreal 
and  Toronto.  He  thinks  Montreal  a  glorious  city,  and  was  quite  enthusiastic  about  it. 
Being  asked  his  opinion  of  the  frescoing  in  the  French  Cathedral  he  answered  rather 
evasively,  and  said  he  did  not  admire  the  style.  He  apparently  has  not  formed  a  very 
high  idea  of  Canada  from  an  artistic  point  of  view,  and  wanted  to  know  what  we  had 
been  doing  here  all  the  time.  He  was  somewhat  surprised  that  the  Princess  Louise,  who 
was  such  an  admirer  of  art,  had  not  accomplished  greater  results.  He  had  found  a  very 
nice  art  gallery  in  Montreal,  and  he  had  been  particularly  pleased  with  one  painting, 
which  he  named.  He  is  evidently  not  deeply  versed  in  Canadian  politics.  He  had  heard 
that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  here  about  free  trade  and  protection,  and  said  the 
[???]  questions  were  [exerting?]  a  good  deal  of  [attention?]  in  England.  He  asked  who 
the  leaders  of  the  respective  political  parties  were,  and  who  were  our  best  debaters,  and 
felt  rather  disappointed  at  hearing  that  he  had  appeared  rather  too  late  on  the  scene  to 
see  Parliament  to  advantage.  He  imagined  that  the  Canadian  North-West  must  be  a  fine 
country.  He  had  been  much  pleased  with  what  he  had  seen  of  the  scenery  about  Ottawa, 
and  fancied  that  it  would  be  a  nice  place  in  summer  time.  Of  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  Colorado  and  California  had  pleased  him  most.  Being  asked  what  he  thought  of 
art  across  the  [lines?],  he  said  he  had  not  expected  much,  as  America  had  contributed 
nothing  to  European  art;  but  a  younger  school  was  coming  up  which  was  valued  not  so 
much  for  what  it  had  accomplished  as  for  what  it  promised.  He  had  been  pleased  with 
the  large  audiences  which  greeted  him  in  small  towns  in  the  United  States,  and  with  the 
attentive  manner  in  which  his  lectures  had  been  listened  to.  He  found  the  masses  on  this 
continent  better  educated  than  in  England,  and  attributes  the  fact  to  our  university 
systems,  which  permitted  farmers’  sons  and  other  classes,  which  English  universities 
did  not  reach,  receiving  a  higher  education.  He  also  thoroughly  approved  of  the  co¬ 
education  of  the  sexes.  What  he  most  disapproved  in  connection  with  America  was  the 


ignoring  of  art  by  the  Churches,  and  he  regarded  it  as  utterly  impossible,  for  this  reason, 
that  they  should  succeed.  They  required  something  which  would  appeal  to  the  emotions 
and  imaginations  of  the  people. 

Oscar  was  introduced  to  a  large  number  of  persons  in  the  speaker’s  rooms,  and 
afterwards  occupied  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  House  near  the  Speaker’s  chair  while  the 
Senate  amendments  to  the  Redistribution  Bill  were  being  discussed.  He  was  attired  as  at 
the  lecture,  in  a  suit  of  black  velvet,  knickerbocker  trousers,  black  silk  stockings,  and 
lace  cuffs  and  tie,  and  was  the  subject  of  a  good  deal  of  attention. 


OrruwK.  Mrifr  Ift. 
oiati  mu*. 

Q*nxr  Wad#  arrived  in  the  city  Uti*  neersio* 
wrd  nut  TUi  at  tiiu  Kiu**U  H*»uee.  Thla  «vCiiut 
1m  delivered  a  leotnre  in  d»  Opera  Hpeae.  *mi 

afterward*  paidavi-uttothel^nliBiaalBidldiaga 


wrd  but  iU>  at  the  KtuxH  Thaiae.  Z^ate  avdiiuc 
1m  delivered  f>  leotere  u>  lb*  Opera  Hr****,  a»i 
afterward"  paidavUittothel^nliMaaatBidMiaga 
State  bare  be  ha*  Uaa  fairly  Wieaed 

\if  attUdrajjli  fiebda  atal  inter  vie  w<*fc  bat  lieVIn* 
betomo  pretty  well  atxiuetomed  W  IhU  **d 
Of  tiring  he  taaaa  tt  all  la  a  bnaineijdiha 
Warner.  He  is  ea*tly  approached,  and  apwarodUy 
truWvKVe*  a  lUtldtt,  u  wlithnte  "  »oK  e#  air  with  a 
view  orerainaf  the  vwitor.  HU  .rnoet  prop*- 
went  emmabfodtenn  -of  the  fenthetfe  ewn»«*i  ia 
hts  4mw  tin wi-rtg  hair,  drab  reJ ret  coat,  tie  >»T  t*4 
atik  with  flowing  cnilfc,  and  red  stockings.  Being 
raked  how  lea<{  he  eepeoted  to  rce*eio  ya  i  *r 
eat,  1l*  said  ha  bp*Uhi plated  vhddug  ia  Jat.v  «a*t 
that  home  of  art,  Japan.  He  will  bsar*  hm 
Wwwr  Atrtnahac.  awl  *m  altrrwardi  visit 
Montreal  and  T.ir.nru.  He  think"  Montreal  a 
notion*  city,  mil  W*a  quite  eiuhnaraatki  abptd  ia 
Being  naked  Ida  opinion  at  the  firfiiamg  i* 
ehe  PiwwtU  OaUttdkal  be  aaesarvd  lather 
evuaively.  and  "aid  kw  did  not  tdeiii 
the  etjle.  He  apparently  has  Wot  fnaed 
a  vary  high  idea  M  Caaada  in* a  an  trtkie  pmat 
>«f  viw,  eeMl  wouMd  eilaee  atiatsta  <*ad  twea 


